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“CANTERVILLE GHOST” to HAUNT SCERA

WEST COAST PREMIER PRODUCTION IN OCTOBER 2005

New York, NY, JANUARY 11, 2005—CANTERVILLE GHOST is coming to haunt the SCERA located in Orem, Utah in October 2005.  A “dramatic musical comedy” based on the Oscar Wilde story, CANTERVILLE GHOST was adapted by composer and lyricist Joshua Williams and book writer Ryan Hamilton.  The SCERA production marks the West Coast premier of what musical critics have called “original…yet stylistically diverse,” a show with “a wonderful score…a hilarious song and dance.”  

CANTERVILLE GHOST will open Thursday, October 13th and play through Monday, October 31st, 2005 at the SCERA’s Showhouse II theatre.  Single tickets, priced at $16, will officially go on sale August, 26th, 2005.  They can be purchased by calling (801) 225-2569 or by visiting the SCERA Box Office at 745 South State Street in Orem, Utah.  Groups (20+) can purchase tickets early and take advantage of a 20% discount, beginning January 31st, 2005.  Group Tickets can only be purchased by calling the Group Sales Hotline, (801) 427-2253.  The first two groups to purchase tickets will be invited to the Opening Night Gala.  For more information visit the show’s website at www.cantervilleghost.com or, www.scera.org. 

The SCERA was selected to be the first stop on a national tour of CANTERVILLE GHOST that plans to return to the New York stage.  Executive Producer Kevin Monk comments, “On so many levels, the SCERA is a perfect place to begin.  Besides being a great and even underused venue, it’s close to home.”  Joshua Williams, Ryan Hamilton and Kevin Monk graduated from Brigham Young University, only fifteen minutes from the theatre.  Joshua began writing CANTERVILLE GHOST as part of a university playwriting course.  Kevin continues, “I was a part of the theatre community in Utah.  It’s exciting to be back and with such a great show.  Audiences will love it.  It screams hit!”  

CANTERVILLE GHOST is a musical based on the Oscar Wilde novella by the same name.  Reset in the 1920s, it is the tale of a determined 15-year old, Virginia Otis, and her proud American family who move into a medieval English manor.  As with any pedigreed manor, the Canterville Chase is haunted by Sir Simon, a fine and respectable ghost of the grand tradition; an expert performer and master of his craft.  Unfortunately for this ghost, modern American sensibility leaves little room for such nonsense as haunting.   
The story maintains the subtle wit and dry humor of the Wilde original, while adding a musical score with more than twenty original and eclectic show stopping songs.  It plays liberally with American and British customs, politics, and age-old stereotypes, lampooning both countries to riotous effect.  
CANTERVILLE GHOST has been featured in concert at the Teatr Rozrywki (Chorzow, Poland) and with the Utah Valley Symphony (Provo, UT).  A full production of CANTERVILLE GHOST was presented at the Union School Theatre (Rutherford, NJ) and off-off-Broadway’s Abingdon Theatre (New York City) in 2003.   In June 2003, CANTERVILLE GHOST had an industry reading at Manhattan Theatre Club Creative Center (New York City).

The SCERA Showhouse II is part of a larger non-profit organization founded in 1933 to serve the Utah Valley region, advancing “culture, education, recreation and family entertainment.”  The theatre, located in an art deco complex in downtown Orem, features 420 seats, modern amenities and technology and a gracious stage.   
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