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THE STORY

CANTERVILLE GHOST is a musical based on the Oscar Wilde novella by the same name. Set in the 1920s, it is the tale of a young American family moving into a medieval English manor haunted by a fine and respectable ghost of the grand tradition; an expert performer and master of his craft. Unfortunately for the ghost, modern American sensibility leaves little room for such nonsense as haunting. 

The story maintains the subtle wit and dry humor of the Wilde original by introducing a new character based on Oscar Wilde himself.  With a score of more than twenty original songs that span from jazz to pop to Broadway, it’s a musical brimming with contradictions—comedy and drama.  It plays liberally with American and British customs, politics, and age-old stereotypes, lampooning both countries to riotous effect.

ABOUT THE MUSICAL

Development of CANTERVILLE GHOST began seven years ago as part of a university playwriting course.  Joshua Williams (composer, lyricist, book writer) went on to produce a fully orchestrated concert production of the musical at the Teatr Rozrywki in Chorzow, Poland.  In 2002, he brought on Ryan Hamilton to rework the libretto.  The newly minted show was directed and produced in 2003 by Kevin Monk at the Abingdon Theatre, followed by an “industry reading,” directed by Robert Jay Cronin at the Manhattan Theatre Club Creative Center, both venues in New York City.   

With the success of the reading, Joshua and Kevin created Across the Bridge Theatricals, a production company to oversee the continuing development of CANTERVILLE GHOST and other original theatre.  In 2004, a deal was struck between ATB Theatricals and the SCERA in Orem, Utah to present the first full professional premier of CANTERVILLE GHOST in October 2005.  This production, the first of its kind in Utah Valley, will be the launching point for a European tour beginning at the Teatr Rozrywki and an eventual Broadway engagement.   

In addition, ATB Theatricals has also signed on award-winning director Annie Poon to create an Illustrated Story Book and Animated Short Film based on the musical.  Both will debut in August 2005.  In May 2005, ATB Theatricals will present “So Wilde!” in New York City, a fashion show based on the costumes of CANTERVILLE GHOST by fashion designer Annique Lambe.  An animated cartoon series and feature film are also in development.
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the GHOST is in the house


          and it’s oh...








